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Nature and !kqe of Surveys 

Curing the  spring and ear ly  s m r  of 1994 a survey was ccnaucted of the 
section of tne Santa Clara f iver  &tween its confluence with Castaic Creek and 
a w i n t  j u s t  below the Las Ijriszs briage over tne  Santa C l a r a  River, The to ta l . .  
length o i  the sect ion surveyed was 7.5 miles. For convenience in surveying, 
t h i s  sect ion was ciiviued in to  t ~ o  Ventura County ~ o r t i o n s  a t  the  Us Arqeies -
l ine.  

Surveys were conauctea accoraing t o  Frocwures s e t  out i n  U,S, Fish and 
h i l a l i f  e Service guidelines for Least B e l l  's Vireo surveys, except that no 
surveys were conauctea i n  July, A l l  surveys here  conauctea on foot  by observers 
well acquainted k i t h  both visual  d auaitory Fat terns  of southern California 
birds. Surveys occurrea every otner wee^ between April 1ancj July 1, except when 
ueather conait ions causea sore  delay, ard occurrea between 6 ana 10 a.m. &cause 
o t  the k id th  of the r iver ,  the north and south s i a e s  of the r iver  were walked on 
a l te rna te  surveys, A l l  b i ras  sighted here count&, but spcial  a ~ p h a s i swas 
placea on finding Drown-hea~eci cowbiras anu l e a s t  E e l 1 's vireos  a s  hell aother 
S ~ e c i e s  o t  S ~ e c i a l  Concern. Tapes of t e r r i t o r i a l  c a l l s  of Ee l l ' s  v i reos  ana 
hillow t lyca tchers  here playec i n  areas hnere no nirds  of e i tner  s ~ e c i e s  were 
observea or  heard, In areas m e r e  vireos and f lycatchers  bere heara LO tapes 
here playea, am care  was taken t o  not c losely a&proacn singing b i ras  s o  as t o  
cause a s  l i t t l e  aisturbance zs ~ o s s i b l e  t o  these sFecies, Eersonnel i o r  a l l  
surveys were Caniel A. Guthrle, J u ~ i t h  A, Sugaen, m a  mcnarc F. Clexents, 

Bira observations for  the two sections of r iver  s tudiec a r e  resented i n  
tab les  1and 2, This section of the Santa Clara hiver was not regularly survey& 
k f o r e  1993. Observations were conpareu t o  a siniilar survey, conauctea i n  1993 

t o  previous surveys o i  aajacent sect ions  o i  the r iver  inmeciiately upstream 
from this section.  

The banta Clara hiver expriencea heavy ilooaing auring tne e x l y  s ~ r i n g  of 
1993 which aestroyea r,u& of the wet r ipar ian growth along the river.  In  1994 
s0n.e n,inor flooaincj occurrea but t h i s  cia not uaaqe recovering r ipar ian growth, 
t io~ever,a o i l  p i p l i n e  ruFture curing the winter s~i l ledo i l  along the whole 
section cr t n i s  survey. C i l  removal o ~ e r a t i o n s  involvea nucn i;ullaozing of the 
r iver  channel imnediately aajacent t o  the stream. Spring ra ins  naae for  an 
excellent grohing season ma cy the lxginninq of the survey ~eriocithere was no 



evidence of e i the r  a o i l  s p i l l  or flooaing. G i p a r i a  vegetation zi~peared i n  
excellent condition. The flooding of 1993 createcj r a y  low a r e s  along the river 
cajacent t o  the r a i n  cnannel anti these damp areas s u ~ p r t e d  such new growth i n  
bet gravel which by the enci of the census period haa at ta ined heights of over 6 
feet .  

Bird nurrhrs observed i n  1994 censuses along the r iver  appear very sh'ilar 
to observations i n  1993. &umkers of w e t  r ipar ian  s ~ e c i e s  (song sparrow, c o m n  
yellohthroat, a r e  very similar between the  two years a s  are numkrs of species 
nesting i n  r ipar ian  woocilam (chat ,  yellow warbler, Bewick 's  ana house wren). 
During l a t e  June, numbers of many species increased as young b i ras  fledged, a m  
aaai t ional  species f r an  coastal  sage areas borderincj the r iver  began t o  a m a r  
i n  censuses (~hainopepla ,  l azu l i  bunting, l a rk  sparrow). Species tha t  u t i l i z e  
the sancibars along the  river (ki l ldeer ,  spotted saniipiper) a l so  were about the 
same fo r  the two years. 

Despite the  narrowness of the r ipar ian zone near Las Brisas Crossing, t h i s  
section of the r iver  is one of the best i n  terms of avian density and diversity. 

-ts al sp2cies of Special Concern 

rsast Bell's vireo 

Singing l e a s t  E e l l ' s  vireos were heard and observed near the I-rOsArqeles -
Ventura County l ine.  A colony of vireos w a s  found i n  t h i s  location i n  pas t  
years. Figure 1, shows the location and aates of a l l  v i reo sightings. To avoid 
disturbance of vireos,  the section where vireos were present w a s  surveyed fraw 
the top of the bank north of vireo habitat. I n  accoraance w i t h  Fish ancj Kildl i fe  
regulations, no tape recordings xere played. Therefore, not a l l  birds  were 
observed auring every census. Boxever, on several  occasions non-singing birds 
assw,ed to be females were observeci near male birds. A i;robaDle maximum of 6 
singing males of which 4 had rrates xere observed a t  t h i s  location. 

M 1  vireos i n  t h i s  area were sighted along the  northern edge of the w e t  
r ipar ian zone along the Santa Clara River. Vegetation consistea of s a l t  bush, 
bachharis and willow. 

I n  aadition t o  these sightings, a pair of l e a s t  B e l l ' s  Vireos were observed 
i n  June west of this area, as indicated on f igure  1. A second pair  were observed 
on the  south s i d e  of the Santa Clara f i v e r  approximately 200 yards upstream from 
the Las Brisas bridge (Fig. 1),a lso  i n  June. 

Brown-headed Cowbirds were regularly observes along a l l  sections of the 
Santa Clara fiiver, as indicated by census numbers i n  tables 1 and 2. There 
agpearea t o  k no greater concentration of cowbirds i n  the  v ic in i ty  of l e a s t  
B e l l ' s  vireos than along other sections of the river.  Cowbirds ap~ea red  t o  
regularly pa t ro l  the  riparian vegetation zone along the r iver  ana were often seen 
flying up and down the river auring censuses. 

The colony of least Eell's vireos a t  the County l i n e  shows an increase i n  
numbers from l a s t  year count of three Fair. This increase apparently involves 





sore recruitment of inGiviauals from other areas. Although no banaing has 
LLCLTL-EC ci: t i ; l A  ~ l t e ,  a t  l e a s t  one d ' p r o b a i b l y  nore of the t i r a s  are banded. 
,i,lis ];.sans i L & i  t--zj r.cv~ Lrr..igrat& t o  the area i ron  other vireo colonies i n  
Southern California,  rost l ike ly  tnose downstrean along the Santa C l a r a  River. 

Oooper8sHawk 

Cne aria p s s i b l y  two ~ i r sof Cooper's Hawk were Fresent along the r iver  
during the census ~ e r i o d .  Cooper's Hawk is list& as a Species of Concern by the  
S ta t e  of California. 

Whitetailed K i t e  

This s w c i e s  (previously called black-shoulaerea k i t e )  is considered a 
S p c i a l  Animal by the Sta te  of California. One pair  of k i t e s  nested along the 
censusea section of the Santa Clara River. 

This species is consiaereci a Category 1 Canaidate to r  l i s t i n g  under the  
Eeiieral Endangerm ~ficiesAct.  Liillow flycatchers were once w i d e s ~ r e a  i n  w e t  
r ipar ian  wocxilau i n  southern California but now only a f e w  individuals e x i s t  in 
southern California, The main California breeding populations of this species  
a r e  along the Kern River and in northern California. Individuals of this species 
tha t  were observed could not be relocated on subsequent v i s i t s  t o  the area,  
suggesting tha t  those observea were migrants passing through the area. 

-head Shrike 

The loggerheaa shrike is a Candiaate Species under the Eecieral Enaangereci 
Species A c t .  A s ing le  sh r ike ,  observed on May Sth, was ~ r o b b l y  a birti v i s i t i ng  
the  r i ~ a r i a n  zone from nearby cozstal  sage areas  khere the species nests. 

Y e l l o w  mhler 

This species is consider& a Swcies  of Special Concern by the S ta t e  of 
California. Up t o  20 air of Yellow harblers  nested. i n  the het r ipar ian 
vegetation along the surveyed section of the Santa Clara kiver. 

Yellow-breasted Chat 


This species is list& as a Species of S p c i a i  Concern by the S ta t e  of 
California. Approximately 15 pair of chats nested along the surveyea section of 
the Santa Clara f i v e r ,  rrostly witnin Ventura County. 



S u m x  Tanager 

The sunmr tanager is list& as a S ~ e c i e s  of Special Concern by the S ta te  of 
California. A single  tanager was observed on Nay 16th. Tanagers nest  in  
r i ~ a r i a nwooalanas, but given the date, t h i s  inaiviaual night have been a f igran t  
rather than a s m m r  resiaent. 



Table 1. Bird Observations along the Santa Clara River System, 1994: Santa Clara 
River from Castaic Creek confluence t o  Ventura County Line, 

Sp c i e s  aate:  4-18 5-5 5-16 6-2 6-14 6-30 Status  

Great Glue Heron 
Snowy Egret 
Green Heron 
rlallara 
hhite-tailed K i t e  
C w e r  's Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
~ e d - t a i l e d  Hawk 
American Kestrel 
California wail 
Killdeer 
Spotted Sandpiper 
C o m n  Snipe 
mmestic Pigeon 
bsourning Cove 
Greater Roacirunner 
Barn (31 
Great Horned O w l  
Vaw's Swift 
Gjhite-throated %if  t 
Black-ch, Hmingb i rd  
Anna's Hmmingbird 
Costa's H d n g b i r d  
Eelted Kingfisher 
Nut ta l l ' s  W p e c k e r  
Wwny t m p e c k e r  
Hairy W p e c k e r  
liorthern Fl icker  
hestern Wed Pewee 
k~illow Flycatcher 
Black Phoebe 
Ash-thr. Plycatcher 
Liestern kingbira 
Hornea Lark 
Purple Martin 
V~.olet-green Swallow 
li. Eough-w. Swallow 
Clif f  Swallow 
Scrub Jay 
American Crow 
Cornan Iiaven 
Plain Titmouse 
Eushtit 
Bewick's hren 
house kcen 
rvestern Ljluebira 
W e n t i t  
Calif. Thrasher 



'idle 1 (cont.). E i r a  Gbservations along the Santa Clara Iiiver System, 1994: 
Santa Clara f iver  from Castaic Cree~confluence to Ventura County Line. 

Species date: 4-18 5-5 5-16 6-2 6-14 6-30 Status  

Fhainopepla 
~uropean S ta r l ing  
harbling Vireo 
Grange-cr .W b l e r  
Yellow Karbler 
Yellow- r. harbler 
Corranon Yellowthr oa t  
h i l son ' s  Wrbler  
Yellow-br .Chat 
Western Tanager 
Black-headed Grosbeak 
Blue  Grosbeak 
Lazuli Bunting . 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
California Towhee 
Song Sparrow 
Ed-winged Blackbird 
Brewer's Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Northern Oriole 
House Finch 
Lesser Goldfinch 
Lawrence's Coldfinch 
American Goldfinch 

Total Species: 40 47 42 45 44 45 
mtal Individuals: 255 594 339 445 377 913 

Total Species on a l l  v i s i t s :  72 
Total Possible Breeding Species: 52 

Status: K - Migrant; R - Resident; S - Summer Gnly; t~ - tiinter Gnly 

( )  = Young Birds 



Table 2. 	 Bird Observations along the Santa Clara River System, 1994 : Santa Clara 
River from Ventura County Line t o  hestern Limit of Las Brisas Ranch, 

Species date: 4-18 5-5 5-16 6-2 6-14 6-28 Status 

Great Blue  Heron 

Great Eqret 

Green Heron 

El .  cr. Night Heron 

Mallard 

Turkey Vul ture  

White-tailed K i t e  

Coopr s Hawk 

Fmi-shouldered Hawk 

Red-tailed Hawk 

American Kestrel 

California @ai l  

Killdeer 

Spottea -piper 

C o r n  Snipe 

Gomestic Pigeon 

tsurning Dove 

Ccmmn Ground Cove 

Greater Roadrunner 

Great Horned Ch1 

Vaw's Swift 

White- throated Swift 

Black-ch, Humningbird 

Anna's Hummingbird 

Costa's Hunnningbird 


-	 Belted Kingfisher 
Acorn Woodpecker 
.Nuttall 's lrjoodpecker 
Cowny Woodpecker 
Ihiry hoodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Liestern Wood Pewee 
Willow Flycatcher 
Black Phoebe 
Askthr. Flycatcher 
Wstern Kingbira 
Violet-green Swallow 
N. Eiough-w. Swallow 

Barn Swallow 

Cliff Swallow 

Scrub Jay 

Ai,erican Crow 

Comn Raven 

2j.ain Titrrause 

bushtit 

Eewick's Wen 

House firen 

hestern Bluebird 

Swainson's Thrush 




Table 2 (cont.). B i r a  ~ e r v a t i o n salong the Santa Clara River System, 1994: 
Santa C l a r a  River from Ventura County Line to  hestern Limit of L a s  Brisas 
Ranch. 

Species aate: 4-18 5-5 5-16 6-2 6-14 6-28 Status 

American Robin 2 
Pirentit 3 
Calif. Thrasher 4 
Lnggerheaa Shrike -
Phainopepla -
European Starling 1 
Bell 's V i r e o  5 
Piarbling Vireo 5 
Orange-cr, . Warbler -
Yellow harbler 6 
Yellow- .-r,. Karbler 1 
Black-th. grey Warbler -
H e r m i t  Warbler -
C m n  ello ow throat 4 
Wilson' s iWbler  9 
Yellow-br, Chat 7 
Sunmr Tanager -
Western Tanager 1 
Black-headed Grosbeak 22 
E l u e  Grosbeak -
Lazuli Bunting -
Rufous-sided Towhee 16 
California. Towhee 12 
Chipping Sparrow 7 
Lark Sparrow 2 
Song Sparrow 4 1  
Lincoln' s Sparrow 1 
hhite-cr .Sparrow 3 
M-winged Blackbird 8 
Brewer's Blackbira -
Erown-headed Cowbird 24 
Homed Griole 1 
Korthern Oriole 6 
House Finch 18 
Usser Goldfinch 35 
American Goldfinch 16 
House Sparrow 14 

Total Species: 59 63 6 5 60 53 54 
Total Inaividuals : 787 1128 1125 980 889 902 

Total Species on a l l  v is i t s :  86 
Total Probable Breeding Species: 55 

Status: M - Migrant; R - Resident; S - Summer M y ;  h - hinter Cnly 

( ! = Young Birds 




